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Typology of the Tang Tombs in xian Area

by Su Bai

The present-day city of Xian and the adjacent counties were the capital and territory

celebrities. Their tombs can be read as a'

with the mortuary rules of the day.

standard’

of Jingzhao Fu (kind of special district) during the Tang dynasty. This area is buried

with many men and women of royal and noble families, high-rank officers and local

» because of their rigor compliance

The author of the present paper classifies the Tang tombs of the Xian area into four

0 49 .
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types according to their different structures. The first type includes tombs of members of
the royal family of first rank and ministers conferred with extraordinary imperial honor.

The second type covers the officers of the first to fifth rank, and a subtype can be made
of those of the first to third rank. The third type of tombs could be owned by any officer
below the fifth rank, and in certain cases, by people without rank. The forth type be-
longs to the common people. There seems to be an inner link between the classification
and the then quadripartite protocol ——” third rank and above” , ” fifth rank and

above” , ” ninth rank and above” and ” common people” .

The author’ s hypothesis about the Tang imperial tombs is based on his studies of
the excavated imperial tombs of the Five dynasties and Liao dynasty as well as the Daming
Palace and the underground closet at the Famen Temple. A Tang emperor’ s tomb, he

believes, should be a structure consisted of an ante-, a middle-and a bear-chamber.
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