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Some Problems Concerning the Buddhist Statues Unearthed
from the Longxing Temple at Qingzhou
Su Bai
The stone Buddhist carvings of the Wei and Qi dynasties from the storage in the
Longxing Temple at Qingzhou were quite typical in the eastern part of China.Of the carv-
ings, those of the Northern Wei and Northern Qi rank first in number and size. They are
noteworthy for three things. First,all of the Northern Wei carvings are survivals from the
closing years of the dynasty.and the earliest examples of the dated ones could be as late as
the twenties of the 6th century.Secondly, the Eastern Wei dynasty lasted only sixteen
years from 534 to 550.Yet. it saw a fast growth of art of stone carving in the Qing-Qi
area. Thirdly.the Northern Qi carvings show a diversity in shape and dress, especially to-

wards the end of the dynasty.

(L4543 W)
Discovery and Influence of Bamboo and Silk Books
Li Xueqin

In his 1925 speech at the Graduate School of Qinghua University. Wang Guowei ob-
served that“any new learning in the past came as a result of new discoveries.” The early
years of the 20" century witnessed four major discoveries: oracle hone inscriptions from the
Yin Ruins. the inscribed wooden slips of the Han-Jin period from western China, docu-
ments from Dunhuang grottoes and govemment archives since the Yuan and Ming dynas-
ties. All the discoveries later led to the establishment of specific areas of learning.

Discovery of silk books from a Chu tomb at Zidanku near Changsha in 1942 is really a
major archaeological event. The bamboo and silk books uncovered since the Liberation fall
under several categories chronologically.i.e. the Warring States, Qin, early Western Han,
middle-late Western Han and Eastern Han.

The influence of the bamboo and silk books is best felt in paleography. textual hislo-
ry, history of learning,ete. . It will help the development of related spheres and renaissance
of traditional Chinese culture in the century to come.
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