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ABSTRACTS

Significance of Research on Chinese Architecture
Liang Ssu-ch’eng

Written by the author as an editorial for “Bulletin of the Society for
Research in Chinese Architecture,” Vol. VII, No. 1, published in 1944, the
article is reprinted here in commemoration of the 85th anniversary of his birth.
The article first points out the negligence of preserving historical architecture
by the government and the people. It is to be regretted that painting, calligraphy
and relics have long been valued by the intellectuals in China, but not archi-
tecture, the artistic expression of which has been inherited and developed
unconsciously by the artisans. Unknown master builders of the past left us many
great wonders of the world, but no theoretical analyses of their works. Artistic
treasures would sooner or later be destroyed if no objective criteria on the
assessment of aesthetic value are set up for the purpose of preservation. It is to
be emphasized that the study of the relation between the appreciation of
historical art and the creation in future development is more important that the
preservation of Thistorical architecture itself. Creativeness in art cannot be
absolutely indepedent of the tradition as the basis. All new ideas are brought
forth by those who have been nurtured by the tradition. Even when foreign
influences are abruptly introduced, they are always absorbed with naturalization.
Although Buddhist images in sculpture and pagodas in architecture originated in
India, they were absorbed to become famous art forms of China’s own. It is to
be worried about the loss of its own architectural characteristics in cities of
such an old country as China, which would mean the decline of culture.

Undoubtedly modern materials and technique will be adopted in China. The
unconscius contributions by unknown artisans of the past in developing the
characteristics of Chinese architecture should be carried over as the responsibility
of modern Chinese architects henceforth. It is really a hard problem to let new
branches grow from an old tree.

Architectural form is the result of logical planning, while logical planning
is the optimum solution to practical problems. For the purpose of extracting
Chinese quintessence from the traditional architecture, we have to know more
of its structural system and logical planning. The structural system as an
organic combination is the principal, while the architectural features and details
are the subordinates. All planning, from that of a house to that of a city, is
the solution to the livelihood and ideology of the Chinese people, whose
tradition in habits and interests, family structure, living conditions, working and
resting, cooking and sewing, furnishing and decoration, as well as garden design,
are all different from those of the West. The total expression of all these can
be found in Chinese architecture. Timely investigation and systematic research
on the typical examples of traditional architecture will give light to better
understanding of the grammar of Chinese architecture, the analysis and assess-
ment of technic and aesthetic values, the changes of style in different periods,
so that architects of today will have more knowledge and interest of their own
culture and more vigor in their design. This is the most important significance
of research on Chinese architecture.

In Memory of Prof. Liang Ssu-ch’eng

Wu Liangyong summarizes Prof. Liang’s achievements as folows: (1) He
laid the foundation of architectural education by establishing the Architectural
Departments of Northeast University and Tsinghua University. (2) Being the
pioneer of research on Chinese traditional architecture, he did enormous unpre-
cedented works on field investigation, measured drawings, reports on important
historical buildings, grasp of the traditional construction, decipherment and
annotations to building regulations of Song and Qing dynasties, and scientific
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