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Discussion on Cave 5 at Yungang Grottoes

Hang Kan

Abstract: The phenomenon of Yungang Cave 5 which contains early styles related to Tan Yao Five
Caves and late styles after clothing reform is very complicated. Based on the investigation of construction
relics, this paper tries to reconsider Cave 5 in the view of grotto excavation project. It is indicated that
the project of Cave S might start earlier in the period of Emperor Xian Wen, and then shutdown under
the influence of politics. The final project of completing the main statues restarted before Emperor Xiao
Wen’s moving capital to Luoyang.
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