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Abstract: The present Mengzhou city developed on the base of the city of Jin dynasty, and

the city still remain the mostly complete chessboard - styled layout with four gates and crossed streets
during the period of the Republic of China. The city of Jin dynasty imitated the city layout built be-

fore the Dading period of Jin dynasty. Both documents and archeological materials demonstrated the

construction of the old city before Dading period followed that of the Sui and Tang dynasties. There-

fore, the origin of the chessboard — styled city layout can be solved. It also corrected the misunder-

standing of the construction time of the old city.

Key words: Mengzhou; city site of Sui and Tang dynasties; chessboard - styled layout
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